Plilejrier Lucpiaran Chvrer) 2 L7205 Nagooish Avarnila 2 =55aav0lla, \Michlicjzip) 48782




r

\\

From the Desk of

Pastor Erv

w

Greetings in the Name of the LORD!

There is a disturbing trend | am
noticing, not just here at Pilgrim, but
across American Christendom. The
trend is the decline in percentage of
regular, every  week, Church
attendance. In other words, there are
less people attending each church
service in comparison with the number
of people who call the church their
home. For years, a good percentage
would be around 75%. Three out of
every four people would be in church
on any given Sunday (or Saturday).
Now that number may well be 50% or
even worse. In fact, some recent
statistics that I've seen says that only
17% of church members attend
church services every week. We are
currently at about 25%.

Regular  church  attendance s
extremely valuable, is very important
and should be practiced by anyone
who claims to be a follower of Christ.
A Christ-follower needs to regularly
attend church. Not counting the times
that you might miss for vacation or
sickness or a particular work
commitment you should be in church
every week.

Church is not something that you do
individually, it is something that you do
collectively. To be a follower of Christ
is not just what you do by yourself it is
what you do together with other
people. We are what the Bible calls
the "family of God." A family is by its
very nature inter-dependent. What it
means to be a part of a local church is
that you're inter-dependent with other
people in your church. There are
strong reasons why you should come
to church regularly.

It Is What Jesus Did

Luke 14:6 says, "Jesus went back to
Nazareth, where he'd been brought up
and as usual He went to the meeting
place on the Sabbath." The Bible tells
us that "as usual" or another
translation of the Bible says "as was
His custom" Jesus went to the place
of worship. This is in keeping with
obeying one of the Ten
Commandments which is, "Observe
the Sabbath by keeping it holy." When
we say, we are followers of Christ,
we're supposed to do what Jesus has
done. What would Jesus do? Jesus
would go to church and we as
followers of Christ should do the
same. If we take seriously our
followership of Christ, then we should
go to church regularly.

It Is a Good Habit

Hebrews 10:25 says, "Some people
have gotten out of the habit of meeting
for worship. But we must not do that.
We should keep on encouraging each
other, especially since you know that
the day of the Lord's coming is getting
closer." The Bible says to us there is a
good habit of regularly going to
church. Most of the time when we
think of habits we think bad habits but
there are good habits. Some have
developed the bad habit of missing
church. Maybe you've gotten out of
the habit or maybe you have yet to
develop the habit of regular church
attendance. Sunday morning offers a
lot of options. It offers the sleep-in
option, it offers a brunch option, it
offers the read the Sunday paper
option, and it offers all kinds of options
having to do with recreation. Good
habits bless your life and produce
positive results. When you practice

Cell Phone- (313) 539-4400
Church Office- (989) 893-7224
Email- ehutter@sbcglobal.net

the good habit of regular church
attendance you reap some very good
outcomes.

It Is a Positive Example

Going to church is a positive example.
When you go each week, you're
setting an example. You are setting an
example that other people notice. It is
an example that becomes an
inspiration for others. People who are
trying to make their lives better,
people who want a positive change
are going to be impacted by an
example of someone who is
committed to regular church
attendance. For those of you who are
married, it's a positive example to your
spouse. For those of you that have
children, it's an absolutely positive
example for your kids to know that
every week you go to church. For the
people around you, whether it's your
friends or your co-workers, whether
it's your family, when they see that
you have a commitment that is leading
you to living a better life - that is a
positive example that other people
can follow.

It Is Important for Fellowship

Look again at what the Bible says,
"Some have gotten out of the habit.
We should not do that. We should
keep on encouraging each other." The
church is an encouraging place. We
all need encouragement. Life is hard.
Life is difficult. We all run into various
kinds of challenges; health problems,
financial issues, conflict within our
families. We have an opportunity to
encourage one another and that is
part of what church is about. Worship
services are where fellowship begins.
Being in classes, groups and serving
is where you get to know people on a



deeper level. But it starts on Sunday;
the launching point to fellowship and
community is in church services.
Every Sunday that you come, there
are going to be people who are
looking for you, wondering if you're
there. People will miss you. And the
longer and more consistently you
come, the more you will be missed.
Because the more that you are in
church, the more you are involved, the
more people miss you and notice that
you're not around. It is a marvelous
thing to be a part of a local church it is
like having a much larger family.

It Is Essential for Growth

It is absolutely essential for spiritual
growth to regularly attend church. |
have this phrase, "The service you
miss is the service you need." Each

service is tailored and designed to
maximize your weekly worship so that
you can leave with the best possible
spiritual experience. You can praise
and worship God and you can learn
things that you didn't know before.
You will be challenged. You're going
to be motivated. Church is where you
will be inspired to go higher than
you've gone, to live a life that is
godlier and greater than you've been
living, to sync your life up with Jesus
and His purpose and plan for your life.
You will come to understand why
you're here on this earth: to serve, to
give and to love.

Don't come occasionally to church.
Don't just come when you feel like it.
Make regular church attendance a
priority and let it be a good habit that

becomes a part of who you are.
Nothing does more for your spiritual
health than regularly being in church.
Being in a church service is
irreplaceable. It is a moment in time
and once it's gone, it's gone forever.
There will always be competition for
your time and other things that you
could do on a Sunday and if so, come
on Saturday. But these are really good
reasons you should regularly attend
church.

In HIS Service

Rev. Erv Hutter

MAY VOTERS MEETING MINUTES: The Meeting was
called to order at 7p.m. and was opened with a devotion
and prayer. The minutes were presented. A motion was
made, seconded and carried to accept the minutes as
presented. The financial secretary’s report and
treasurer’s report were presented. A motion was made,
seconded and carried to accept the reports as
presented. OLD BUSINESS: re>landscaping—we are
still waiting for a call from Begick’s. Final paperwork is
being submitted for the Excel in Giving program.
Trustees have finished light replacement in the church.
ELDER’S REPORT: Jim Schaub has resigned from the
Board of Elders. The elders approved a request for
transfer of the Bleau family to Alpena. Elder’s will be in
charge of removing the water from the baptismal font
after baptisms. The church will be acquiring a new
phone system. Waiting for inspection and estimates for
upgrade of the sound system. Elders are creating small
gift packages to be handed out to visiting members.
TRUSTEE'S REPORT: There is a leak in the two-inch
pipe in the counting room that goes to the women'’s rest
room. Groya’s will be submitting an estimate for repairs.
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Ruth A. Kruse
has accepted the position of Director/teacher for the
preschool. A contract has been signed. Registrations
have been accepted for 5 three year olds and 5 four year
olds for next year. On Sunday May 21t there will be a
coffee hour for Ms. Linda. On May 13" and 14" a door
offering will be collected as a monetary expression of
thanks for Ms. Linda as she retires from her position as
Director/Teacher of the preschool. There will be a
Sunday school open house on May 21%t along with early
registration from 9 to 10 a.m. and 11:30- 12:30. 26 early

registration and open house flyers have been sent out.
There will be an organizational meeting for VBS on May
15, This year's theme is Mighty Fortress. A registration
deadline will be set. Trustees will be needed for set up
and take down. Elders will be present for security, first
aid and first responders positions during VBS. The
preschool DSS inspection took place last Friday.
Preschool passed the inspection. PASTOR'S REPORT:
Pastor reported on average weekly attendance and the
Bible classes. Children’'s bulletins are now being
provided as well as the busy bags. Shut ins are receiving
regular visits. NEW BUSINESS: The church has
received a letter from Camp LLL asking for volunteers to
help with the installation of new windows and doors May
18 - 20, Rummage sale is May 19" and 20™ of May.
Help is needed to put up tables and tents on Thursday.
Table rental is $20. Bake sale items are needed.
ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE REPORT: There will be a
cookout when Pastor Krause is here in July. The guest
speaker for December will be The District President.
Reservations for dinner at The Grand will be available.
Price is $14.00 per person. Gary Leinberger offered to
cover the cost of a banner that would announce the
celebration of our 75" anniversary. Mary reported that
there is going to be a service held in Lansing to
celebrate the 500t anniversary of the Reformation. Bus
tickets are available for $20 to $25. There is no cost for
tickets to the event, but you must request them ahead of
time. A 600-member choir concert will be part of this
service. There will not be another voter's meeting until
September. A motion was made to adjourn, seconded
and carried. The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer
at 8:20 pm.



PILGRIMS SERVING IN JUNE ADOPT-A-PLANTER — A sign-up sheet has been
Elders: posted on the bulletin board to adopt-a-planter in
Sat— Ryan Morley the parking lot. Fill in the spot that you would like
Sun — Mark Anthony and take care of it all summer.

Altar Guild:  Wendy Dominowski PASTOR EDWARD KRAUSE TO PREACH -Mark
Dolores Mast your calendars for July 23, 2017. Our next

celebration of the 75" Anniversary

of Pilgrim will include a visit from

Rev. Edward Krauss and his family.

J 1 5 th Pastor Krauss served here at

Une Pilgrim from 1975-1987. He is

currently retired and living in Florida,

but will be our guest preacher on

that day.

ATTENDANCE & CONTRIBUTIONS . . ...

SAT SUN H.C. GEN FUND IMP FUND TOTAL +OR -
4/29=20 4/30=65 69 $1,500.25 $1,500.25 - 1316

5/06=27 5/07=90 97 3,428.69 3,428.69 + 623

5/13=21 5/14=55 3,527.00 3,527.00 + 721

5/20=36 5/21=52 77 3,541.00 3,541.00 + 735

$11,996.94 $11,996.94 + 763

SPECIAL GIFTS: Together in Mission, $35.00; Adopt-a-Student, $25.00; Easter, $25.00; Tai Chi, $27.00;
Mother's Day Love Offering, $698.00; Neumann Memorial, $20.00; Gift from Women’s Guild, $1,000.00;
Rummage Sale, $1,244.00

OUR STEWARDSHIP TO THE LORD AND TO PILGRIM

PILGRIM'S 2017 BUDGET - $145,900.00
BUDGET THROUGH MAY 21st - 61,726.94
CONTRIBUTIONS THROUGH MAY 215t - 60,937.78
CONTRIBUTIONS UNDER BUDGET NEEDS - $ 789.16

PASTORAL ACTS:

Funeral- Dorothy M. Neumann at Penzien Steele Funeral Home May 4 Rev. Carl Trosien, officiant.

PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT - Enrollment is now open for the 2017-2018 Preschool Program. The following
classes are being offered: Four Day 4-year-old class - $110 and a Three Day 3-year-old class - $90. A $25
enrollment fee (non-refundable) and the first month's tuition are needed to hold your child's place in class. Be
sure to reserve your spot soon! Call the church office, 893-7224 for more information.

RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE — Thank you to everyone who donated rummage items, baked goods, or worked at
our Rummage/Bake Sale. It was a great success! Our profit was over $1,424.00! Everyone worked hard and
all the baked goods went very fast. The weather was cold on Friday but warmed up on Saturday and we had a
great turnout!




GRADUATION RECOGNITION — On Sunday, June 11" we will recognize our graduates during our Sunday
morning Worship Service. If you know of someone who is graduating from High School or College, please
contact the church office, 893-7224 by June 7™ to let us know so they will be included in our Worship Folder.

WELCOME TO RUTH KRUSE—OUR NEW PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

With the retirement of Linda Gittens, we welcome our new Preschool Director, Ruth Kruse.
Ruth is a graduate of Concordia—Ann Arbor with a degree in Secondary Education. She
has a Master’s Degree in Elementary Education from Eastern Michigan University. She has
extensive experience in Lutheran Education including four years as the lead teacher at
Immanuel Lutheran Preschool in St. Clair, MIl. Ruth is a native of Port Huron, and is
married to Rev. Paul Kruse, of Zion Lutheran Church in Bay City. They have three adult
children. We are looking forward to a great year in our preschool program and are excited
and blessed to have Mrs. Kruse as our new director.

BUS TRIP TO THE 500™ ANNIVERSARY REFORMATION - The Bay Circuit is offering the opportunity to go
by bus to the 500" Anniversary Reformation Service in Lansing at the Breslin Center. The bus will leave
Immanuel Lutheran Church parking lot on Sunday, October 15" at 1:30 pm. You may leave your car in their
parking lot. The cost is $20 - $25 per person depending on if we fill up the bus. This includes the gratuity for
the driver and parking fees at the event. The bus will arrive in plenty of time for you to enjoy the preservice
concert at 4 pm. The service starts at 5 pm. Following the Worship Service the bus will take all passengers to a
local restaurant for dinner (on your own) before heading back to Bay City. We will arrive back at Immanuel at
approximately 9 pm. You must call the church office, 893-7224 to make your reservation. If you are interested
in going, but do not want to take the bus, you will still need tickets to get in. Call the office to reserve your
tickets as soon as possible.

VBS PLANNING MEETING — The next planning meeting for VBS will be on Monday, June 12" at 6:30 p.m.
Additional helpers are needed to assist the group leaders. Please consider using your time and talents for this
important event.

GOOD SAMARITAN RESCUE MISSION of Bay City is in need of a few pantry items. They need Italian
dressing, Ranch dressing, canned fruit, drink mixes such as lemonade and Kool-Aid, canned vegetables and
baked beans. All donations would be greatly appreciated.

FUNERAL PLANNING GUIDE It is never too early to plan your own funeral. We have compiled a guidebook to
help you in this task. It covers everything from the funeral service to giving you a checklist of things to prepare,
like your will, your burial preferences, etc. You'll find these guides on the table in the narthex. Plan ahead
today.

EE R I S R

FATHER'S DAY LOVE OFFERING — On Father's Day weekend we will dedicate a special portion of our
Worship Folder to those members who have given a special gift in honor or memory of their fathers. Please
use the love offering envelope included with this newsletter. Please turn them into the collection plate by June
11% or the church office by June 14%,

Cut or tear here — return form below

IN LOVING MEMORY OF - AND/OR

IN HONOR OF -

GIVEN BY - ENVELOPE #




STEWARDSHIP NEWS: Leave a Life Legacy

When we think of leaving a legacy to our family we often think of money and other assets. Our many years of
experiences may be even more valuable to our children and grandchildren. Giving the next generation our
earthly resources without informational, mental, emotional or value foundations can be like giving them a
loaded weapon without instruction or caution.

Holiday and family gatherings provide an opportunity to capture the wisdom elders have to offer. Adult children
and grandchildren can start by asking older relatives to share memories and anecdotes. But don’t stop there.
Ask what they learned from the experience. When you ask a person for advice, it empowers them and honors
their life.

In a comfortable setting, you can start the process without anyone realizing you are passing along your
wisdom. Maybe it's sitting around a campfire or in the living room at a family gathering when you encourage
each generation to talk about family traditions they love and how they think they got started.

Karl Pillemer from Cornell University suggests some questions to ask important people in your life. What
“Words of Wisdom” will come by discovering answers to these questions?

. What are the most important lessons you have learned in your life?

. What advice would you give about getting and staying married?

. Share your best advice about raising children.

. How did you find fulfilling work and start a successful career?

. Explain how key events or experiences changed the course of your life.

. What do you know now about living a happy life you didn’t know at age 20?

. What are the values or principles that direct your life?

. How did your faith in God shape your decisions over the years?

. What was the most difficult experience you had and what did you learn from it?

10.What advice would you give to people about growing older?

You can also be a living example to your family. Talk to them about your faith and reasons for making
contributions to the ministries that have made a difference in your life. Tell your family what you wish to have
happen to the assets God has entrusted to you through a Will or Revocable Living Trust. You can find
additional Family Communication Resources on the Church Extension Fund website at www.mi-cef.org. Click
on Gift Planning and scroll to the bottom of the page to find several PDF files that you are free to use with your
family. Share your experience and wisdom today.

Bill Burmeister
Gift Planning Counselor

Church Extension Fund of the Michigan “
District LCMS
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION — June 2017 Newsletter

Vacation Bible School: The dates and times have been selected of July 30, 31, and August 1, 2, 3 from 6:15
PM — 8:15 PM.  Children will sing during the August 6 church service, followed by a coffee hour in the
Fellowship Hall.

Key Theme: In Jesus, the Victory is Won.
Theme Bible Verse: Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians
15:57

“Mighty Fortress — In Jesus the Victory is Won!” program take-home points are:
Shout! God is mighty! The Victory is Won!
Fear not! The Victory is Won!
God’s Word is true and powerful! The Victory is Won!
Jesus comes to save! The Victory is Won!
Jesus is our Savior King! The Victory is Won!

Monday, June 12, at 6:30 PM in the Blue Room is the next planning session for VBS. Additional volunteers
and helpers are still needed to carry out the pre-planned sections of:

Program Leader(s) — ideal for college students home for the summer to gain experience for resume . . .

or anyone with an interest in leading kids to Christ

Stronghold Storytelling (Project/Experiment) — Leader and helper(s)

Tournament Games — Leader(s) and helper(s)

Mission project — Concordia Gospel Outreach

Helpers to cover areas

Set design/posters from kit, etc.

Photographer

Coffee Hour host(s)/sponsor(s) for August 6

Covered areas and volunteers:
Registration Table: Bonnie Mcintosh
Pastor Overview — Pastor Hutter
Mighty Fortress Opening and Mission — Dawn Hutter
Victory Village Bible Challenge (Action songs and Bible verses) — Linda and Pastor Allen
Tower Top Early Childhood Program: Ruth Manke, Katie Hutter, Heaven D’Archangel
Festival Crafts: Kathy Kemp and Sharon Weiler
Great Hall Snack: Wendy Dominowski And Bev Dagneau
Mighty Fortress Closing and Mission — Dawn Hutter
Publicity: Joni Klepser
Set up and clean up: Trustees
Security/Safety/First Aid/First Responder/Etc: Elders
Initial planning and publicity: Dawn Hutter, Ruth Manke, Adeline Wicker

Designated monetary gifts will be helpful this year to fund theme t-shirts for those who register early, craft
supplies, and the Mission Gospel Outreach project. Also, a donation list of items will be available at the
bulletin board.

High School students needing volunteer hours . . . are encouraged to work volunteer hours as Sunday School
helpers, Vacation Bible School volunteers, etc.




Join Us for a Coffee Hoyr
Sunday - June 11
To Meet

wreschool Director Ruth Kny

elcorne

Announcement: Ruth A. Kruse has accepted the position of Preschool Teacher/Director and signed our
contract for the 2017-2018 year. Ruth comes to us with four (4) years of experience as lead teacher in both
three-year-old and four-year-old classrooms, as well as 10 years of teaching first grade in private schools.
Ruth has an MA in Elementary Education from Eastern Michigan University, as well as a BS in Secondary
Education with a major in English and a minor in Art from Concordia College in Ann Arbor. Please help us
welcome Ruth A. Kruse.

Registration for 2017-2018 year is continuing with early applications received of:
5 - three-year-olds
5 - four-year-olds:

Sunday school:
Early registration forms for September have been mailed to 26 children.
Avery Johnson and Trace Johnson received their student Bibles on May 21

Thank you to:
All for the generous group contribution as a retirement gift for Ms. Linda.

Mary Kochaney for updating Preschool info on the church website

Gary Leinberger for building a catapult for VBS Tournament Games

Laurie Morley and Kayleen VanWert for additional baked items to help with May 21 Coffee Hour and
Open House

Debbie Sharrard and family for donations of craft supplies for use at Sunday School, VBS, or
Preschool

Peter Avery for IT assistance on Adeline’s spare laptop for use at Sunday School and VBS.



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

July 30, 31 and August 1, 2, 3 —Time: 6:15PM —-8:15 PM

Group 1 - 3 year olds through entering kindergarten
Group 2 — Entering 1%t grade through 5% grade

Registration Form Deadline: June 30 — Return to church office address above
First come, first served according to capacity

July 30: Shout! God is mighty! The Victory is Won!

July 31: Fear not! The Victory is Won!

August 1: God’s Word is true and powerful! The Victory is Won!
August 2:  Jesus comes to save! The Victory is Won!

August 3:  Jesus is our Savior King! The Victory is Won!

August 6: Sing songs during 10:30 AM Church service - Coffee Hour to follow in Fellowship Hall

Name of Student;

Address: City:

Age: Grade Entering:

Parent/Guardian:

Emergency Contact Name:

Emergency Contact Phone Number:

Any Additional Information/Needs:

Adult accompanying younger child through program if needed

To receive a T-Shirt - Register By: June 30 - select size — Return form to church office address above

Youthsizes: _ XS; S; M;_ L; Adult sizes: _S; M:; L;

XL;

XXL




Here We Stand

Mark Your Colendars
Michigan District-wide
Reformation Worship Semvice

Sunday, October 15, 2017

Breslin Center
at Michigan State University

2 p.m. Concourse Displays Open
4 p.m. Pre-Service Concert
5 p.m. Celebration Worship

michigandistrict.org/500

b

Michigan District

The Liribesran Charch— Missoan Symod

This event is generously sponsored by 2
Michigan Destrict Churth Extensson Fund grant



June 2017
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3

7%-Holy
Communion

4 pentecost 5 6 7 8 9 10

10®- Holy Communion
7%-Worship

1.1 Holy Trinity 12 13 14 15 16 17

VBS Meeting, 6:30

10%- Holy Communion 1%- Prayer 10%- Pineview

11:30 Coffee Hour Network 7%-Holy
Communion

1.8 Trinity 1 19 20 21 22 23 24

10%- Holy Communion

. 7%-Worship

FOOD PANTRY WEEK
25 Trinity 2 26 27 28 29 30
10%- Worship




v June 2017

)
|

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
Robert Setzer | Maxwell Dolores Mast
D’Archangel
Kali Imker Robert Stiefel
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Chad Mielens Donald Jones
Maggie
Scharich
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Katherina Kristyn Ray Bunnell Shirley Payton
Hutter Anthony Cynthia Julian | McDonald Braeutigam
Mary
Dawn Hutter Konarzewski
Scott Schieffer
Donna Stagray
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Jodi Niederer Sandra Hines Brandi Mathew
D’Archangel Braeutigam
Adam Howard
25 26 27 28 29 30
Rob VanWert Elijah Johnston Susan Goik Michael Jacob Beyer
Roquefort
Jeffrey Christine Michael
Spenner Lyatmi Schwab
Madison

Wagner




