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Greetings in the Name of the LORD!
People keep asking me…Pastor, 
how are things going at Pilgrim? 
And I always answer that things 
are going very well. More and 
more people are attending 
worship services, we are getting 
many visitors, boards and 
committees are active. And so, 
from this perspective things at 
Pilgrim are doing very well. So, 
how can we improve? 

One of the areas that we are still 
struggling is financially. Of our 
381 members recorded in our 
files, 165 are active…which 
means they have come sometime 
during the last 12 months to a 
church service. Our average 
weekly attendance right now is 
105. The weekly attendance 
usually goes down in the summer 
and picks up a bit in the fall. Of 
those 165 active members, 120 
have made some type of financial 
donation during the year. The 
average weekly gift is $27.00, 
which means some give more 
and some less than the this, but 
the overall average is $27.00. 
There is no “magic amount” that 
is required from each person or 
family, but at the end of the day, 
we must be able to fund the 
ministries that we operate. The 
two biggest expenses are the 
pastor and the building. Some 
would argue that both are 
necessary to do the ministries 
that we do. That $27.00 average 
per person right now is over 
$8,000 short of reaching our 
budget. 

There are two ways of making up 
budget deficits. The first is to 
spend less, the second is to take 
in more. Both are necessary at 
this time. We as a congregation 
need to look at ways to cut back 
on our projected spending, which 
means that even if we’ve 
budgeted for something, we may 
not be able to spend what we’ve 
budgeted. Secondly, we need to 
increase our revenue. 

One of the best ways to do that is 
to ask every one of our members 
to look at their own financial 
situation and pray about how they 
could help. Many of us are in 
fixed income situations and can’t 
really afford to increase our 
donations much. But would 
another $5.00 a week, be 
possible? Only you and God 
know that. For those of us who 
are not on fixed incomes, we all 
have many financial 
commitments, and increased 
giving could also be an issue. But 
what if we could increase the 
frequency of our gift. We have the 
electronic giving option that you 
could schedule a weekly, 
biweekly or monthly payment to 
the church. Most of us give only 
when we are in attendance, but 
what if we were able to give more 
frequently? I don’t have all the 
answers to this for each of our 
situations, but I would ask you to 
pray about it and see what, if 
anything you could do to help. 

The last financial issue that I 
wanted to share with you 
concerns our Preschool. This is a 

transition year. We have a whole 
new staff and because of that our 
enrollment is down this year. Our 
pay rate for our teachers is the 
lowest in the county, but we are 
projecting a $6,500 deficit this 
year because of low enrollment. 
We certainly hope and pray that 
this will improve for next year, but 
in the mean time we need your 
help in coming up with a strategy 
to erase this projected deficit, 
through fundraising, donations, 
etc. The Preschool is a mission to 
the community, where Jesus is 
proclaimed to our young people 
and their families. We need to do 
what we can to continue this, and 
so if you have any suggestions 
please talk to me or any member 
of the Board of Christian 
Education.

All is in God’s hands, we don’t 
need to worry about anything. We 
need to caste all of our cares and 
anxieties on HIM, because He 
cares for us. But we also need to 
work to the best of our ability to 
do HIS work in this place.

So, in closing, things are going 
well here at Pilgrim, but we do 
continue to have challenges, and 
probably always will. We will meet 
those challenges head on, and 
give all the glory to God!
  
In HIS Service

Rev. Erv Hutter

From the Desk of

Pastor Erv

Cell Phone- (313) 539-4400
Church Office- (989) 893-7224
Email- ehutter@sbcglobal.net



PILGRIMS SERVING IN SEPTEMBER

Elders Sat –  Dan Johnson Altar Guild – Ruth Manke & Dolores Mast
Sun – Mark Anthony

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE IS SEPTEMBER 18TH

 500th ANNIVERSARY REFORMATION SERVICE 
A 500th Anniversary Reformation Service will be 
held in East Lansing at the Breslin Center. A 
preservice concert will begin at 4 pm. The service 
starts at 5 pm. This is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to worship with thousands of other 
Lutheran Christians as well thank God for His grace 
as He has led us again and again to reform and 
conform our ways to His.

PASTORAL INTERN- We 
welcome John Behmlander 
to Pilgrim. John was 
installed on Sunday, 
August 27, 2017, to serve 
as a pastoral intern during 
the next several months. 
John is a student at 
Concordia Theological 

Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana. He is a member 
of Zion Lutheran Church in Beaver Township. John 
is a graduate of Western High School and 
Concordia University-Ann Arbor. During his time 
with us, John will assist with the worship services, 
visit the sick and shut-in, assist with Confirmation 
classes and preach from time to time. In his student 
capacity, he will be learning and honing his skills to 

one day be a called and ordained pastor of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. There are no 
costs to the congregation for his service with us. In 
addition to his work here, John works as a greeter 
at our local Meijer store on Pine Rd. Please, 
welcome and keep John in your prayers.

BIBLE STUDY  Two new Bible studies will be 
beginning in September. The Sunday Study, which 
runs from 9:00-10:00 am on Sunday Mornings will 
ask the question Who Am I and What Am I Doing 

Here? This video based study will look at these big 
questions that eventually confront everyone. God 
has the answers. Using His revealed Word: the 
Bible, this study will provide honest discussion and 
answers to these questions.
Our Wednesday Evening Study, which runs from 
6:30-8:00 pm, will focus on the New Testament 
book of 1st Corinthians. This letter to the Christians 
in the Greek city of Corinth, is also written for our 
benefit and focuses on how Christians can live a 
God pleasing life in the midst of a non-Christian 
world.
Join us for either or both of these studies!

John Behmlander

Wednesdays
6:30-8:00 pm

Sundays
9:00-10:00 am



ATTENDANCE & CONTRIBUTIONS . . . . . 
SAT SUN H.C. TOTAL RECEIPTS + OR –
6/24=30 6/25=57       2,181.02 -  625
7/01=25 7/02=39 60     2,211.25 -  595
7/08=38 7/09=43     1,769.02 -1037
7/15=23 7/16=47 63     2,196.06 -  610
7/22=30 7/23=101     2,838.00 +   32
7/29=32 7/30=87 100     2,134.50 -  671
8/05=26 8/06=82 106     2,336.73 -  469
8/12=34 8/13=61     2,569.00 -  237
8/19=34 8/20=60 80     2,208.00 -  598
Totals $20,443.58  -4810

SPECIAL GIFTS . . . Father's Day Love Offering, $20.00; Brunett Memorial, $10.00; Special Mission, 
$35.00; Together in Mission, $40.00; Sprague Memorial, $40.00; Vacation Bible School, $105.00; Preschool 
Rug, $200; Lange Memorial $20.00

OUR STEWARDSHIP TO THE LORD AND TO PILGRIM
Pilgrim's 2017 Budget - $145,900.00
Budget Through August 20th   - $  98,201.95
Contributions Through August 20th    - $  89,696,61
Contributions Under Budget Needs - $    8,505.34

PASTORAL ACTS –
Baptism – 

 Ryan Elizabeth Carson Motylinski, daughter of Ryan Motylinski and Emily Carson, was baptized on 
August 8th. Ryan’s sponsors are Joshua Motylinski and Elizabeth Walkowiak.

Funerals – 
 Kathryn Kot Brunett, departed this life on June 17, 2017, and received civil burial through Skorupski 

Funeral Home on June 24, 2017. 
 Kathleen Laura (Wentworth) Lange, departed this life on August 14, 2017, and received Christian 

burial with a funeral service at Pilgrim on August 18, 2017, Rev. Mark Love, officiating.
New Member Reception -

 Susan Ackerman, was received into membership by profession of faith. She was a former member of 
Zion Lutheran, Bay City.

Our September Anniversary Celebration and 
Dinner will continue on 
September 17th with a Parish 
Worship and Dinner 
celebration. Rev. Carl Trosien, 
Pilgrim’s pastor from 1987 to 
2014, will be our guest preacher 
for our Sunday morning 
Worship Services. The Sunday 
service will be followed by a 
Potluck in the Fellowship Hall. 

We will provide the meat, table service and 
beverage. You may bring a dish to pass. A sign-up 
sheet has been placed on the bulletin board so we 
will know how many will be attending and what you 
are bringing. Please mark your calendars and plan 
on attending, and why not bring a friend or relative, 
or even several people to help us celebrate!

Pilgrim Lutheran Church has partnered with 
Church Extension Fund to offer Electronic Giving to 
our members. Electronic Giving is a convenient, 
consistent way to help our church grow. There is no 
cost to you or to Pilgrim. Church Extension Fund is 
covering the cost. Consider scheduling a recurring 
contribution today. It’s easy! Have your weekly or 
monthly contribution debited from your checking or 
savings account and transferred directly into the 
church account safely and electronically – you’ll 
never have to remember your checkbook again! 
You will no longer need to write out checks and 
prepare envelopes every week. Even when travel, 
illness or other circumstances prevent you from 
attending services, your electronic contributions will 
continue to be received on an uninterrupted basis. 
Get started today! An authorization form is located 
on the table in the narthex or you can pick one up 
in the church office. 



VBS:
 Time from leaders and helpers
 Donations of supplies for program
 Donations of monetary gifts for program items
 Donations of food for the Mission outreach of 

building “A Mighty Fortress of Food “  for the 
Delta College Food Pantry

Security System:
 $750 designated gifts so far as of May 5 

toward $3,541 expense—Please consider 
helping us retire this debt!

Preschool 2016 Fundraising
 $3,160 – November

Thrivent Choice dollars:
 2016 receipts designated:

o $150 – Preschool
o $1,084 – Congregation

 2015 receipts designated:
o $255 – Preschool
o $1,028 – Congregation

Sunday School: 
 Registration forms available:  9 AM – 10 AM - 

September 10, 2017, through May 20, 2018.
 Two (2) age groupings are continuing:

o Older Group - Sunday School Room A
 Topics for Fall Quarter:  Rules 

to Live By/Who God Is/Living 
Out Our Faith

o Younger Group – Sunday School 
Room E
 Topics for Fall Quarter:  God 

Takes Care of Us/God Wants 
Us to Care About Others/Jesus 
Cares for Everyone

 Additional outreach will continue to involve 
youth of the congregation to assist with 
Sunday School and Christian Education

Preschool:
 Enrollment totals for September

o 11 – 3-year-old program
o 5 – 4-year-old program

 Applications are available for the 2017-2018 
school year.

 Contingent Contract to Assistant Teacher 
(depends on enrollment) 

VBS:
 “A Mighty Fortress . . . In Jesus the Victory is 

Won!” provided outstanding Christian 
education and fun experiences for all this year 
. . . children, youth helpers, and adults.

 Opportunities still exist:
o Extra theme t-shirts are available at 

coat rack for $5 each
o Donations of monetary gifts for 

program items open for $70

Thank You . . . Thank You . . . Thank You:



FROM THE PRESCHOOL - Members of Pilgrim ……THANK YOU!
I thank you so much for your support of your preschool.  We are looking 
good, and well stocked, to start the school year. Please feel free to 
poke your head into the room to see the new carpet. It is perfect. Please 
also continue to spread the word about our preschool. I wish I could 
shout it off the mountain tops, that we have a school that has a wonderful 

facility, offers a superb academic/play based curriculum, but most importantly, tells 
children daily that Jesus loves them. One of the best parts of being a preschool teacher
is that I can collect odd items and nobody questions why……. Well, my husband rolls 
his eyes sometimes. This month, could you please save empty Pringle cans, and empty 
small (16oz) coffee mate creamer bottles. Thanks! Serving an Awesome God, 

Ruth Kruse

WELCOME TERRI BAILEY—PRESCHOOL AIDE
Pilgrim Preschool welcomes Terri Bailey, who will serve as the Preschool Aide for the 3-
year old class during this school year. Terri is a member of Zion Lutheran in Bay City 
and has a degree in Elementary Education. In addition to working here, Terri also is a 
familiar face working at the Kroger store on Center Avenue. Welcome Terri.

SHUT-INS AND HOMEBOUND Pastor Hutter tries to visit and commune each of our 
homebound members on a monthly basis, yet many of these members could surely 
appreciate visits from other members of the congregation from time to time. Please consider 
visiting any of these folks whom you may know, or even if you don’t know them well, you 
could get to know them.

 Mable Pett              581 Scheurmann Road, Essexville    Close to Home-Hampton
 Hattie Davis                      564 W. Hampton, Essexville              Bay Medical Care Facility
Stella Peoples                   85 W. Hampton Road, Essexville
Loretta Rozewski 2448 Midland Road, Bay City     The Colonnades
Della Burns 734 Pine Road, Essexville Brookdale
Frances DeSanto 4155 S. Paul Circle, Bay City Shannon’s House
Vera Niemi 854 Pine Road, Essexville Pineview Manor
Eileen Van Tol 4471 Sheffield, Bay City Sheffield Place
Patricia Dammann 568 N Pine Road, Bay City Hampton Manor
Marie Dardas 601 Nebobish, Essexville
Elaine Livingston 564 W. Hampton, Essexville Bay Medical Care Facility
Phyllis Mohr 4471 Sheffield, Bay City Sheffield Place
Sally Pavlick 854 Pine Road, Essexville Pineview Manor
Suzanne Pascuzzi 707 Burns, Essexville
Mary Sue Pascuzzi 707 Burns, Essexville
Gerald Brigham 1401 Smith Street, Essexville
Sandra Hines 85 W. Hampton Road, Essexville
Ruth Turmell 564 W. Hampton Road, Essexville Bay Medical Care Facility
Shirley McDonald 564 W. Hampton, Essexville Bay Medical Care Facility

We make plans for many things in life. We invite you to plan for your 
funeral, as well. Why? There are many reasons. First and foremost, funeral 
pre-planning provides a means of letting your wishes be known to all 

Terri Bailey



concerned. Second, pre-planning your funeral enables you to give expression to your faith through choosing 
and ordering what is to take place. It becomes a witness to your loved ones and to all those who participate in 
and attend your funeral. And there’s more. Planning now for your funeral eases the burden on your loved ones 
by eliminating the pressure of decision-making, particularly the need of trying to do things “the way you would 
have wished.” Finally, pre-planning will give you a certain amount of peace, knowing that your affairs are in 
order. If at all possible, discuss these plans with your loved ones. Allow them to participate in the planning and 
express their thoughts. At first the conversation might seem awkward; but most will find that the conversation 
leads to a beautiful way of sharing mutual love for one another — a conversation best shared now, before 
death occurs. Once you have completed the pre-planning forms, please keep a copy for your files and share 
copies with your loved ones and the church office. As you know, some plans change and/or need to be 
tweaked. The events surrounding your death, or events that may occur between now and the time of your 
death, may necessitate a change in your funeral plans. If that’s the case, we will be happy to help you review 
and update your forms. We hope this handbook will answer many of your questions about the planning of a 
funeral/memorial service and outline the many ways the church will journey with you through the process. If 
you have questions, please feel free to contact Pastor Erv.

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY! We 
will no longer offer a funeral 
luncheon at Pilgrim Church. The 
Fellowship Hall is still available to 

have a luncheon catered, but the Church will no 
longer provide the food service. For more 
information contact the church office.

Quilting will begin again on 
Tuesday, September 5th at 9:30 
a.m. in the Blue Room. The 
quilters are in need of people to do 
some basic sewing either in their 
own homes or here at church. 

 The Women’s Guild will 
be having their annual 
Salad Supper to start off 
the Fall Season – 
Thursday, September 14th 

at 6:30 p.m. Bring a salad dish to pass and your own 
table service. If you bring something different or 
unusual please bring along the recipe to share. 
Everyone is invited and we would like to see some 
new faces! The hostesses are Bette Berkman and 
Ruth Manke. This group is for all the women of 
Pilgrim to share fun, fellowship, missions, and to 
serve the Lord. Please come and take part. 

The Keenagers will hold their first meeting for the 
fall on September 21st 
at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Blue Room. All senior 
citizens of Pilgrim are 
invited to attend. 
Please bring a dish to 
pass and your own 
table service and join 
the fun and fellowship!

 Once again we are collecting for Lutheran World 
Relief. Items needed are new bars of soap and 
blankets. Remember that soap is very scarce in 
other parts of the world and can sell for as much as 
$10.00 a bar, it it's even available at all! A gift of $5 

will purchase a blanket. 
Starting on September 
10th there will be a 
collection box in the 
hallway by a quilt that 
the ladies have made. 
For each $5 deposited, 
please pin a pretend $5 
bill to the quilt. Let's fill 
it up with our donations! 

Please bring your donations to the church by 
October 15th. 

the Economy Center
Thrift & Consignment Store



The Economy Center needs your help. The Economy Center is our THRIFT STORE that is operated by 
volunteers supporting Wellspring Lutheran Services/Child and Family Auxiliary. All our proceeds are used to 
support the Child and Family portion of Wellspring. We are purchasing the former Stambaugh Appliance 
building at 408 Columbus Ave., Bay City and are in need of extra help for clerking so that we can have 3 
people each day. Hours are Monday through Friday from 10 am to 4 pm, Saturday from 10 am to 3 pm. We 
could also use pricers on Tuesday and Friday mornings at 8 am. Larry could also use manpower to help 
organize the storage area. For clerking and pricing call Rosie Taglauer 989-266-3282, for helping with storage 
area call Larry Pretzer 989-892-2977.

Laying Bricks
Have you had the opportunity to be part of a Mission Trip? Maybe it was during college to a distant land to 
construct much needed buildings and share the gospel. Many people I know traveled to the southeast United 
States to help with the clean-up effort after the devastation of Hurricane Katrina. Or was it assisting your 
church Youth Group as they did a “Backyard Mission Trip” helping people in your own neighborhood.
Talking to adults and teenagers returning from those trips is an amazing time to hear great stories. Much to my 
surprise the focus is less on the work that was accomplished or the people with whom they interacted but on 
the impact that the people had on them. It didn’t matter if the trip was to another country or just around the 
block, the result was the same. Those giving their time certainly accomplished a great deal by cleaning up 
debris, building new homes or repairing whatever needed updating. During the work they often interacted with 
the local people laying bricks to reinforce or build a foundation for a faith in Christ.
But a funny thing happened along the way; the workers were often impacted by the people they encountered. 
As they taught, they learned. As they befriended, they heard stories from the new friends that helped them 
grow in faith. Those were the first experiences that were shared as they returned home.
As we settle into our adult lives with the responsibilities of family, 50 hour work weeks and limited vacation it 
often becomes more difficult to carve out the time to pack up and leave on a mission trip for a week or more. 
For some a sense of frustration starts to grow as we just can’t do the things we have done before. Serving and 
making a difference in God’s Kingdom doesn’t have to be in a far off land.
What are the opportunities jumping up all around us? Serving as a Sunday School Teacher, helping in the 
nursery, being an usher or gathering a group of friends to help out with yardwork for one of the older members 
of your church can be just as important as doing the Mission Trip. Don’t be too proud to serve in the small 
places. The little things can make all the difference.
Even if we just can’t physically handle the labor anymore, we can still have a huge impact! Take the time to 
write or update your Will or Revocable Living Trust including a gift to your favorite ministry. That gift may help 
build the house, clean up the yard and lay the bricks, building the foundation for a new faith in Christ. 

Bill Burmeister 
Church Extension Fund – Michigan District 
800-242-3944 • bill.burmeister@mi-cef.org 







September 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 

700-Holy 
Communion

3 Trintiy 12

1030- Holy Communion

4 

Labor Day

5 

930- Quilting

6 7 8 9 

700-Worship

10 Trinity 13
1030- Worship
1130- Rally Day    
630-Elders

11 

6:30 Trustees
700- Voter’s

12 

930- Quilting
630- Choir Practice

13 

100- Prayer 
Network
630- Bible Class

14 

630- Women’s Guild
       Salad Supper

15 16 

700-Holy 
Communion

17 Trinity 14
9- Bible Class
    Sunday School
1030- Holy Communion
1130- Confirmation
Anniversary Meal

18 
NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE

19 

930- Quilting
630- Choir Practice

20 

630- Bible Class

21 

1000- Pineview
1130-Keenagers

22 23 

700-Worship

24 Trinity 15
9- Bible Class
    Sunday School
1030- Worship
1130- Confirmation

25 26 

930- Quilting
630- Choir Practice

27 

630- Bible Class

28 29 30 

700-Holy 
Communion

FOOD PANTRY WEEK

CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
Makenzie Morse
Juan Ramirez
Wendy 
VanOoteghem

2
Gerald 
Brigham

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Kayleen 
VanWert

10
Melissa 
Corrion

11
Brandon 
Barber

Michael 
VanWert

12
David 
Borchardt

Suzanne 
Gibbs

13
James Dean

Faye Witzke

14
Vickie Zook

15
Carol Smith

Trajan Ward

16

17
Chris Dagneau

David Wojcik

18 19 20 21
Kaitlyn 
Barber

22
Claire Schulz

Chris Wagner

23
Sharon Grigg

Lois Groulx

24
Marie Dardas

Isaac 
Rochefort

25 26 27 28 29 30

September 2017


