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Greetings in the Name of the LORD!

It's not easy being a Christian in a
world that is increasingly hostile toward
religious belief. The rise of secularism
has placed believers in the difficult
position of being belittled, ostracized,
and lampooned. And sometimes, this
intense pressure to join the ranks of
non-believers can break a believer’s
faith.

But there are ways to strengthen that
faith—some expected, and others,
surprising. These methods are
challenging, but if you can work to
introduce them to your life, your faith
will be better than ever.

This isn’t the only benefit of sharpening
your faith. Much of the criticism leveled
at believers is a reaction to hypocritical
behavior within the Christian Church—
it's a reaction to the kind of weak and
uninformed  faith  that doesn't
accurately represent the character of
God.

But the very act of strengthening your
own faith strengthens the Church, and
by living out a strong and scriptural
faith, you can help change how the
world sees Christianity. Showing
others the true character of God invites
curiosity and interest rather than
derision.

Don't let yourself become a victim of
weak faith. Join us as we take a look at
6 ways to strengthen your faith in a
secular world, and you might just find it
a little easier to be a believer amongst
non-believers.

Cultivate a Deep Understanding of
Scripture

Strong faith requires a strong
foundation, and you don’t get any more
foundational than the Bible. It's the
Word of God, the collection of
thousands of years of wisdom, and the
source of your beliefs.

It's time to become

acquainted with it.

intimately

This means actually taking the time to
read the Bible closely. You need to do
more than merely flipping to a random
page, trying to glean some prophetic
meaning from the first scripture you
happen to see.

No—this means taking your time. This
means reading entire chapters. But
most of all, it means reading with
context in mind, paying attention to
who is speaking in each verse, who is
being spoken to, and what's going on
in the background.

It's through this context that you can
more deeply understand scripture, and
it is through this deep understanding
that you can truly craft a Godly life.

Shallow reading makes for a fragile
faith that shatters at the first signs of
adversity, but understanding
strengthens all, giving us answers to
the questions the secular world throws
at us to break our faith.

Learn to Defend Your Faith Through
Apologetics

Once you have a better understanding
of what the Bible really has to say
about life and God, you can further
strengthen your faith by learning how to
respond to the intellectual challenges
that the secular world will throw at you.
Saying “because the Bible says so” just
isn't enough when someone questions
your faith. This convinces no one.

Instead, become familiar with major
works in the field of Christian
apologetics—the art of defending faith
through reasonable arguments. This
can help you take what you know about
the Bible and communicate it more
effectively in a way that makes sense
to everyone—non-Christians included.
But studying the great apologetics
authors does more than allow you to

communicate your faith—it allows you
to defend it internally, as well.
Otherwise, those arguments against
faith might start cracking your own.

Explore Other Worldviews

Explore other religions in order to
strengthen your own faith? Sounds
crazy!

Except it's not. Taking a deep look into
other worldviews and seriously
considering the ideas of other religions
can strengthen your faith beyond
anything you can imagine.

This is because doing so will force you
to choose your faith rather than simply
having fallen into it.

Most Christians are born to Christian
parents. They're raised in the Church
and are exposed to Christianity every
day. It's normal. It's life. And so, they
just sort of fall into their faith.

This kind of faith is weak. It's immature.
And in a secular world, it won't last.

That's why, when you're ready, you
need to study other points of view. Find
out why your Muslim neighbor loves his
faith so much. Talk to your Buddhist
friend about her beliefs. Read up on
Hinduism.

Seriously consider the ideas of these
other religions. Why do or don’t they
work for you? What do you like or
dislike? Do they adequately describe
the world for you?

When you become familiar with
multiple faiths, you can truly choose
Christianity as your own. At this point,
it's yours, rather than simply that of
your family and peers.

In addition to strengthening your faith,
knowing other worldviews helps you
communicate with, understand, and



love the diverse array of people around
you who don't hold the same views.
And that is never a bad thing.

Fellowship With Believers

It's easy to feel alone as a believer in a
largely secular world, and this
loneliness can sometimes tempt us to
give up on faith in order to obtain
acceptance.

But remember this: the Church will
always accept you. Spending time with
other believers can be spiritually
refreshing and affirming.

These are the brothers and sisters who
love you for who you are—including
your faith. They won't berate you, make
fun of you, ostracize you, or hurt you.
They share your most deeply-held
values and remind you that—yes—it is
okay to be a Christian.

Not only this, but fellow believers can
help you in your struggles, teaching
you how to read scripture, directing you
toward great Christian authors, and
gently letting you know when you aren’t
displaying Christlike behavior.

Acceptance is a human craving. Don't
deny yourself—head to church and
spend a little time with the people who
share your faith. Yours will be
strengthened as a result.

Live Out Your Faith

It may seem like common sense, but a
lived-out faith is far stronger than one
that's merely intellectual. But many
Christians don't realize what living out
faith truly means.

So what does it look like? It looks like
service, love, and discipline. And it's
hard.

You can't be a lazy Christian and have
a strong faith. When Christ was asked
what God’s greatest commands were,
He replied, “Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind. This is the first
and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself. All the Law and the Prophets
hang on these two commandments.”

Take a moment to consider the
implications of Christ's statement. It
means that the secular world is not
your enemy. You are not to attack non-
Christians. You are to love them. You
are to serve, help, and comfort them.

Look, also, at the Fruits of the Spirit:
love, joy, peace, forbearance,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. These are
the attributes cultivated by the faithful,
and that strengthen faith.

So get involved in loving others through
charity work, kindness, and whatever
other ways you may be able. That's
how you live out your faith, and how
you make it stronger than ever before.

Pray

Finally, we come to the most vital
component of faith: a close and
personal relationship with God.

We're flawed human beings. We make
mistakes. We sin. We have a hard time
believing in anything that isn't
immediately before our eyes.

And so, because of this, without God'’s
grace, strong faith isn’t possible. But
when we ask God for that grace, for the
ability to have faith, He listens. He'll
give us the faith we ask for.

Beyond this, a personal relationship
with God lets us get to know Him, and
to know God is to love God. A stronger
relationship with Him leads to stronger
faith.

Keep this dialogue with God going
every day. Pray often, and you'll slowly
feel your faith begin to grow more
resilient. Just like talking to a loved one
every day results in a closer bond, so it
is with you and God.

Among the business of your everyday
life, find time to talk to God. It's the
most essential ingredient for a stronger
faith in a secular world.

A Chosen Faith

There’s no denying that these tips are
hard to follow. They take effort, time,
and dedication, but they're well-worth
it. The result is a strengthened faith that
will direct your thoughts and actions to
better ends—you’ll be a more loving,
kind, and compassionate person who
feels secure in your belief system.

That's a recipe for peace. If this sounds
like what you want, give these
practices a try. You may be surprised
at just how strong a faith you'll attain.

In HIS Service

e

Rev. Erv Hutter

March Voters Meeting: There was no meeting because there were not enough members for a quorum.

Elders:
Sun — Mark Anthony

Sat — Jeff D’Archangel

PILGRIMS SERVING IN APRIL

Altar Guild:

Katherine Weiler

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE IS APRIL 19th



http://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/6-ways-to-foster-interfaith-dialogue.aspx
http://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/6-ways-to-foster-interfaith-dialogue.aspx

WOMEN'S GUILD — The April meeting for Women's Guild is Thursday, April 12" at 7:00 p.m. Our hostess is Mary
Setzer. All women of Pilgrim are encouraged to attend.

KEENAGERS — The Keenagers will meet on Thursday, April 19" at 11:00 a.m. in the Blue Room. All retirees are
invited to attend. Please bring a dish to pass and your own table service.

QUILTERS IN NEED - The Quilters ask that while you are doing your spring cleaning this year, please set aside all
your old sheets, blankets, mattress covers, drapes, leftover yard goods, thread and any other materials that you no
longer need and bring them to the Blue Room. We also need a few more people to do some straight stitch sewing on
machines either in their home or here at church.

LWML Spring Rally — The Bay Area Zone LWML Spring Rally “From Africa With God’s Love” will be held at
Trinity-Monitor Lutheran Church, 20 East Salzburg Road, Bay City, on Saturday, April 14th starting at 8:45 am.
The guest speaker will be Rev. Robert Smith - Missionary, Author, and More from Frankenmuth, MI. A Mite
Offering will be received and an ingathering for National Convention taken: $25 gift cards from Walmart for the
St. Louis and Fort Wayne Seminaries. We continue to collect items for Cancer Care Bags used in our Zone —
devotions, tea, mints, gum, puzzle books, sanitizer, lotion, tissues, scarf, soup mix, lip balm, cozy socks, etc.
Cost is $5 for breakfast. RSVP to Julia Stephen at 695-5873 by April 9.

SHUT-IN ADDRESSES - For those of you who would like to send Easter cards to the shut-ins | have included
their addresses for your convenience.

Phyllis Mohr 4471 Sheffield Pl #201, Bay City MI 48706

Mabel Pett 581 Scheurmann, Close to Home, Essexville M| 48732
Irene Kot 802 Burns, Essexville, Ml 48732

Sally Pavlick 854 N Pine Road, Essexville M| 48732

Elaine Livingston Bay Medical Care Facility, 564 W Hampton Road #134, Essexville M| 48732
Gerald Brigham 1401 Smith Street, Essexville Ml 48732

Sandy Weatherbee 305 Eda Court, Essexville Ml 48732

Vera Niemi 854 N Pine Road #208, Essexville M| 48732

Loretta Rozewski 2448 Midland Road #233, Bay City M| 48706

Eileen VanTol 4471 Sheffield PL #116, Bay City MI 48706

Suzanne Pascuzzi 707 Burns Street, Essexville Ml 48732

Marie Dardas 601 Nebobish Avenue, Essexville M| 48732

Della Burns --address unknown—moved to someplace in Saginaw
David McDonald 668 N Pine Road #317, Bay City MI 48708

Hattie Davis 4130 Shresthra Drive, Bay City MI 48706

Pat Dammann 568 N Pine Road #102, Bay City MI 48708

Once again, we are collecting used Christmas cards. Please bring them to the church office or set them on the
shelf in the hallway. We are collecting manufacterers coupons for military families. A box has been placed by
the Food Pantry and Soap boxes in the hallway. Please do not cut them out, just bring the whole coupon flyer
that comes in your newspaper.

ATTENDANCE & CONTRIBUTIONS . . . ..

SAT SUN OTHER H.C. GEN FUND + OR -
2/24=29 2/25= 51 2/28=28* $ 2,924.07 - 76
3/03=26 3/04=64 3/07=27* 70 2,916.00 - 84
3/10=18 3/11=105  3/14=22* 2,672.00 - 328
3/17=22 3/18=53 3/21=27* 61 2,944.00 - 56
$11,456.07 - 544

*Midweek Lenten Service

SPECIAL GIFTS: Ash Wednesday, $25.00; Lent, $819.00; Gift from Tai Chi, $27.00; Deficit Reduction Fund,
$2,560.00, Schwab Memorial, $25.00

PASTORAL ACT — Transfer to Zion-Bay City: Scott, Shari, & Lucas Schiefer




VOLUNTEERS WANTED — Volunteers are needed for our annual Rummage
Sale/Bake Sale/ Luncheon on May 18™ and 19. The Essexville City-Wide Rummage
Sales are on those two days. We will serve lunch outside, rent parking lot spaces for
people to sell items, have a bake sale, and a rummage sale. If you would like to rent a
space, which includes one table and two chairs for both days, the cost is $15. We are
asking members to donate their gently used items for our own rummage sale. Starting the week of April 30t
you can bring your items for the rummage sale to church. Donations of baked goods will be accepted on
Thursday, May 17t from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. or early on Friday morning. We are asking for all baked goods,
but especially cookies, bars, brownies and things such as this. We will not be serving dessert at the luncheon,
so we are hoping that the people who stop for lunch will buy dessert afterwards. Please consider working on
the 18™ and 19™. Designated sign-up sheets will be posted on the bulletin board. If we do not get enough help,
this activity will not take place. Contact the church office, 893-7224, if you can spare a few hours to help

Pilgrim Preschool is now accepting applications for 2018-19!
Our class for four-year olds meets at 12:00 noon until 2:30 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday afternoons. This 4-year old preschool program is for children
who will be four years old by September 1 of this year. Our class for three-year olds
meets at 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings. This
program is for children who will be three years old by September 1 of this year. All
children must be toilet trained before admittance to the program. Tuition is based upon
an annual amount which is payable in a lump sum or in nine equal monthly payments.
The first month’s tuition is due at the time of enroliment along with a non-refundable

$40.00 enrollment fee. This payment will ensure your child’s place in the class for the coming year. The tuition

is as follows:

4-Year Olds (4 afternoons/week) is $125.00 per month or $1,125.00 per year.

3-Year Olds (3 mornings/week) is $100.00 per month or $900.00 per year.

Where we are

As of the writing of this article we as a congregation are about $5,000 (year to date) behind the finances needed
to fully fund our mission and ministry. This has caused us to have to withdraw emergency invested monies just
to keep the lights on and the pay the church and preschool staff. Our deficit reduction fund is off to a good start,
with just over $2,000 towards our $12,000 goal. This money is meant to replenish our savings account, which
was our safety-net for times of the year that there was a cash-flow shortage. All of that money was spent in 2017,
and now with the spending of investment moneys, we are in a very precarious financial position. The leadership
of the congregation is continually looking into ways to change the status quo. Pastor Hutter maintains that this
is not just a financial issue, it is a spiritual issue. God has already given Pilgrim Congregation all the resources
that it needs to fully fund and staff the mission that He has given us. He has put it into the hands of His people:
all of us and is waiting for us to step up and return to Him a portion of the gifts that He has given us. He knows
each of our financial conditions, and He knows our spiritual conditions. Step up! Do what you can starting now!
No one other than you and God know your ability to do this, so pray, frequently, and be His people.

From the Church Extension Fund: Invisible Legacies



David Green, the Founder of Hobby Lobby, had some interesting insights in his new book, “Giving It All
Away...and Getting It All Back Again: The Way of Living Generously”. He talks about his upbringing in a pastor’s
home, moving around from small town to small town, watching how his parents handled life.

His parents gave money together for missions, but his mother wanted to make her own offering for missions.
So, she made and sold doilies, the crocheted mats some use for decoration on tables.

That memory still sticks with him. Green states, “Everything that | have and all that | long to pass on to my
descendants has grown from the riches my parents embedded in my life”.

A legacy of true value is a legacy made of more than money. It's a legacy conceived in wisdom, nurtured by
principle and sustained by character. If we only pass money to the next generation, we lay a crushing load upon
them. The inheritance of greater value is the sum of how we live, what we believe and the content of the dreams
that carry us to success.

The legacies our generation hopes to pass on to the next are not made of money alone. Money is important,
and we should be grateful we have enough to give to our children. Yet the greater parts of our legacies are
made of invisible things. They are the family stories we have to recount. They are the values those stories have
to teach. Invisible qualities, not money, make life worth living. Because of these qualities, we can build a legacy
worth passing on. That legacy has certainly impacted David Green.

We are all wired differently. We all have different callings in life. The stories resulting from our histories are
unique, but each can be significant to pass along to those around us. Those stories and what our children
observe can have a lasting impact as they barrel down the path of life.

As we plan to share our earthly riches with our heirs, we can also reinforce the eternal importance of our faith by
including a financial Legacy Gift to those ministries that have had the greatest influence on our lives. By including
this final “Offering” in our plans, we help insure the Gospel truth will be shared with others long after we are
Home. It can be a final example that continues to shape how our children react to the world.

Complete your Plan now and make a difference forever! When you are ready to adjust your existing plan or just
getting started writing your first Will, call Church Extension Fund to assist you with suggestions to add a Christian
perspective to your Plan.

Are you a Thrivent Member eligible to direct Choice Dollars? According to

Thrivent Financial most of our members eligible to direct Choice Dollars have NOT

done so. If you are not certain about being eligible please call 800-847-4836 or go

to thrivent.com, log in and check what you might do. If you have choice dollars to
direct they can go to either Pilgrim Lutheran Church or Pilgrim Lutheran Preschool. They expire at the end of
March and will be directed elsewhere. Thanks for taking the time to make a difference.

The Sunday School students are learning about missions and are inviting the congregation to join

them in collecting toiletries for the Good Samaritan Rescue Mission. Information is on the table

under coat racks. Items may be returned there as well. The children will put items in the plastic
bags. This project is connecting with remembering others during Lent, and will finish April 15.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
March through May materials have been ordered and received. All children are welcome to come and attend
at any time on scheduled Sundays from 9 AM — 10 AM.

In April, the children will learn about God’s Wonderful World and the Unit Value of Creativity.

2" Grade and up Memory Verses:
Easter: | will proclaim the name of the Lord. Oh, praise the greatness of our God! Deuteronomy 32:3.”
Lesson5: Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 1 Peter 5.7
Lesson 6: Follow my example, as | follow the example of Christ. 1 Corinthians 11:1
Lesson 7: Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. Romans 12:13
Lesson 8: | will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, the deeds for which he is to be praised. Isaiah 63:7

Preschool — 1st Grade Memory Verses:
Palm Sunday, Easter, Ascension: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews
13:8
Lessons 3-6: Everything God created is good. 1 Timothy 4:4
Lessons 7-10: The Lord will indeed give what is good. Psalm 85:12




April 2018

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Lorraine Sharon Carlin
Straub
Robert
VanWert
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Billie Kussro Suzanne Beverly
Donna Roller Hutter Dagneau
Kimberlee
McDonald
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Billie Jo Neal Grigg Jeffrey
McDonald D’Archangel
Colleen
Evans
Melissa
Sofian
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Peyton ) Ronald Verlene Stiefel
Johnson David Jankens
. McDonald
Kenzie
Sofian
29 30

Tina Coones




April 2018

1 Easter 2 3 4 5 6 7
10%-Holy Communion | | CHURCH 9% — Quilting 7%-Worship
6%- Boy Scout Service
OFFICE Roundtable Mtgs.
CLOSED

8 Easter1 9 10 11 12 13 14
9. Bible Class 6% - Trustees 9% - Quilting 19 Prayer 7%- Women's 7%-Holy

Sunday School | 7%- Voter's Network Guild Communion
10%- Worship

62- Bible Class

15 Easter2 16 17 18 19 20 21
9%. Bible Class 930 -Quilting 6%- Bible Class 10- Pineview 7%-Worship

Sunday School 620 -Choir 11%- Keenagers Service
10%- Holy Communion
6%0-Elders Newsletter

Deadline

22 Easter3 23 24 25 26 27 28
9%. Bible Class 9% -Quilting 6%- Bible Class 7%-Holy

Sunday School 630 -Choir Communion
10%- Worship

FOOD PANTRY WEEK

29 Easter 4 30
9%. Bible Class

Sunday School
10%- Holy Communion

Makeryolr ChurchrAttendanece
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