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The Continuing Influence of the Reformation: Our lives, our thoughts,

our theology

Greetings in the Name of the LORD!

The Reformation has had a lasting
impact upon our lives. You may not
realize it, but from the economy to
politics, from theology to family life,
the debates of the Reformation
resonate through to today. Here,
we will investigate in very broad
strokes the influence the
Reformation continues to have on
our daily lives.

Family

The Reformation period led to a
development of thought about the
family. Praise of the family over and
against celibacy was ubiquitous
throughout the Reformation
thinkers. Erasmus was one of those
spearheading this critique. Along
with this notion of the importance of
the family, the notion that marriage
was sacred was reaffirmed.
Although not a  sacrament
according to Protestant thought,

marriage was still a sacred
institution created by God.
The Reformation’'s thought on

marriage was largely patriarchal.
Men were the heads of the family
both spiritually and in society. This
was less a development of the
Reformation as it was a
continuation of the view of marriage
in contemporary cultural thought.
Interestingly, Protestantism led to a
relaxation of two aspects of
marriage. First, the clergy was
allowed to marry; second, divorce
was legally established in many
Reformation contexts. By allowing
for divorce, the Reformers undercut
the notion of marriage as a
sacrament, but they also helped

draw a distinction between the
moral law of the Bible and the law
of the land. Whether this was for
better or worse, one may debate.
Economy

Capitalism had already begun
before the European Reformations,
having its renewal start in Italian
city states in the 12th. The
Reformation, however, provided a
place for capitalism to flourish.
John Calvin's thought touched
upon nearly every contemporary
problem, and one of these was
usury (money lending at interest).
Focusing upon the cultural context
of the prohibition of usury in the
Hebrew Scriptures, Calvin argued
that his contemporary cultural
context provided a way for usury to
work without being necessarily
wrong. Lending money in such a
fashion was essential for the later
development of capitalism.

The Reformation also paved the
way for a “Protestant Work Ethic.”
Martin  Luther's notion of the
“priesthood of all believers”
demolished the hard distinction
between the “temporal” and
“spiritual” realm which dominated
the thought of the church at the
time. By breaking down this barrier,
hard labor was elevated. It was no
longer seen as an inferior life to that
of monastic withdrawal; rather, any
type of work could be pleasing to
God. In contemporary churches,
one can often hear about how the
engineer, the retail worker, the auto
worker, and the like should all
utilize their skills to the glory of God.

Such thinking came directly from
the Reformation.

Theology

Clearly, the most pervasive
influence of the Reformation has
been upon theology. | have already
written on a number of these
aspects. The Reformation thought
necessarily reflected upon the
church. How do we define the
church, and who belongs in the
church? These questions drove the
Reformers to a number of views on
the role of the church universal. |
discuss these at length in my post
on the Church Universal. Central to
the Reformation was the notion
of sola scriptura. However, it
quickly became apparent that
without any specific way to interpret
Scripture, radical individualism
would follow. I've written on the
Reformers views on these topics
and the continuing debate today in
my post on Sola Scriptura. To try to
list all the areas of theology that the
Reformation touched upon would
be impossible for a post of this size,
so suffice to say | will be discussing
these more in the future.

Other Aspects

Diarmard MacCulloch, in his study
of  the Reformation, aptly
named The Reformation, notes a
number of other aspects of
contemporary society that remain
influenced by the Reformation.
Briefly, these include aspects of life
like dying (hal), discipline,
manners, love and sex, and
religious diversity. In short, no
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aspect of society remains
untouched by the Reformation.
Counter Reformation

It would be remiss of me to write
this without noting that one of the
huge continuing influences of the
Reformation was the Roman
Catholic counter-reformation. The
Reformation did not go by
unnoticed by Roman Catholics, by
any stretch of the imagination.
Instead, the Catholic Church
reacted against the Reformation
and, in part, did so by incorporating
many aspects of the Reformation.
Interestingly, some of the debates
that played out within Protestantism
were mirrored within the Roman
Catholic Church. For example, a
debate similar to the Calvinist-
Arminian  arguments  became
pervasive in Banezian and Molinist
schools of thought. It is intriguing to
note, however, that the Catholics
largely allowed these debates to
remain internal without dividing.
The Catholic Church, it seems
favored doctrinal humility over unity
on a number of.

That is not to say, however, that the
Roman Catholics were eager to
affrm every aspect of the
Reformer’s theology. Part of the
counter-reformation included the

Inquisition and the formation of the

Society of Jesus (Jesuits). Ignatius
of Loyola founded the Society of
Jesus to counter what he saw not
as doctrinal aberration but lives that
were not conformed to the moral
standards of the church.

Finally, it could easily be argued
that the modern innovation of
Vatican Il has its roots within the
Reformation and Counter-
Reformation. The changes brought
about by Vatican Il reflect a
development of thought that has
occurred since the Reformation on
many of the issues brought up by
the Reformers.

Conclusion

The Reformation’s influence on
today’s society is pervasive. Our
thinking on family, economy,
working, theology, sex and
sexuality, and more are all
reflections of the influence of
Reformation thought. In  many
ways, these aspects of our lives are
just further reforms on the thoughts
of the Reformers. The aspects in
which we have changed
dramatically since the Reformation,
it could be argued, are areas in
which the Reformation laid the
groundwork for exploration. Our
thoughts are Reformation thoughts.
Our debates are Reformation

debates. Our God is the
Reformation’s God.

Regardless of your own feelings on
the Reformation, these comments
are undeniable. The way you think

is largely formed by the debates

that happened during the
Reformation. Your freedom of
expression was opened by

Reformation developments on the
value of every human being.
Investigating the Reformation is a
worthy endeavor because it opens
up new avenues for exploration of
our own era.

In HIS Service

e

Rev. Erv Hutter

From and essay by JW.
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION — October 2018

ﬁaam{ 0f

Upcoming - Consider Board of Christian Education:

“The Board of Christian

Chistion
Eéma b‘/M

members . .

Sunday School:

2019 Sunday School year on September 9.

PILGRIMS SERVING IN OCTOBER —

Elders- Sat
Sun

Altar Guild —

- Paul Pett
- Mark Anthony

Clarice Richards

Education shall consist of at least six (6) members, but not more than nine (9)
" Please consider your interests and talents in becoming a member

“Thank You” to Marge Cygan for readying and upkeep of the
_|“ Sunday School Rooms. No attendance of children on opening day of the 2018-


https://jwwartick.com/author/randar23rhenn/
https://jwwartick.com/author/randar23rhenn/

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE OCTOBER 18"

CLERGY APPRECIATION MONTH -
October is Clergy Appreciation
Month. We would like to encourage all

Pastor members of Pilgrim to thank Pastor
ApplC‘CiﬁtiDI’l Hutter and his family for their
Month commitment to our congregation with

a card or note, a surprise or treat.
WOMEN'S GUILD — The next
Q @/3 7, meeting of Women's Guild will
oma 4 pe on Thursday, October 11t at

7:00 p.m. The hostesses are

A= Guddt .
Debra Wentworth and Marilyn

Niederer. It is LWML night so bring your mite boxes.

QUILTERS NEEDED - The quilters need a couple of
people who can sew either here or at home. If you
would like to help with this volunteer effort please
contact the church office, 893-7224.

ATTENDANCE & CONTRIBUTION —

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF - Once again we are
collecting for Lutheran World Relief. They are still not
accepting any items of clothing. Items needed are new
bars of soap, blankets, and cash. Remember that
soap is very scarce in other parts of the world and can
sell for as much as $10.00 a bar, it it's even available
at all! Please bring your donations to the church by
October 14, A gift of $5 will purchase a blanket. There
is a collection box in the hallway by a quilt that the
ladies have made. For each $5 deposited, please pin
a pretend $5 bill to the quilt. Let's fill it up with our
donations! We will be packing the boxes for Lutheran
World Relief on Wednesday morning, October 17t
and a few hands are needed to help pack boxes and
load vehicles. Please contact the church office if you
are available to help, 893-7224.

CHOIR — Choir is practicing on Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
More voices are needed and would be gladly
welcome! Please think about singing praises to our
Lord and devoting one hour a week for practice.

SAT SUN H.C. TOTAL RECEIPTS + OR —
8/25=26 8/26=53 2,424.00 - 240
9/01=26 9/02=52 64 2,608.87 - 55
9/08=30 9/09=55 2,555.39 - 108
9/15=27 9/16=48 60 1,959.56 - 704
9/22=23 9/23=60 2,504.00 - 160

12,051.82 - 1267

Special Gifts . . Adopt-a-Student, $10.00; Kot Memorial, $85.00; Liichow Memorial, $50.00; Hutter Memorial to

the Deficit Fund, $59; Deficit Fund, $2,100

Pastoral Acts:

Funerals-
Mabel C. Pett
) A
Shaw and Deputy Chad D. s
Wedding: AT

&b And Melissa Czerwinski

Patricia L. Brigham died 9/14/2018 funeral 9/20/2018 at Skorupski’s

died 922/2018 funeral 9/25/2018 at Pilgrim
Internments: Robert L.

Shaw 9/22/2018 at EIm Lawn

9/29/2018 at Pere Marquette Depot



By Candlelight

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT - Pilgrim Lutheran Church is once again proud
to host "Advent by Candlelight." The date is Tuesday, December 4,
Everyone who attended last year had a wonderful time of inspiration,
fellowship and, of course, great desserts! We hope to have a full house this
year. For those who couldn't attend last year and don't know what it's all
about, here are a few details. As a hostess you will decorate a round table
with your favorite Christmas centerpiece, candles and dishes with which to
serve your guests your favorite dessert. Everyone will get the opportunity to
view all the decorated tables at 6:30 p.m. Following that we will then sit down
for dessert and conversation. After this we will all be ushered into the church
sanctuary for a special Service of joyful music and inspirational speakers. We

consider "Advent by Candlelight" to be a meaningful, worshipful, experience
that will fill you with joy and the real meaning of Christmas. This is for ALL WOMEN of Pilgrim, not just
those who attend Women's Guild meetings. On the weekend of October 20t & 21st we will have a
registration table set up in the hallway for you to sign up to be a hostess. Being a hostess means you
will set a table for yourself and 5 or 7 women friends or relatives. We are offering you the opportunity to
have a table of six or a table of eight. If you feel you can't do a table by yourself, you may sign up with a
friend. After you have signed up, you will receive a registration form and information packet with all the
details about hosting a table. Registration will be on a first come-first serve basis. All registration forms
must be turned into the church office by November 18". We are asking everyone who has attended and
enjoyed "Advent by Candlelight” to consider being on the committee. To volunteer or if you have any
guestions, please contact Mary LaFond, 414-3812

SHUT-INS AND HOMEBOUND Pastor Hutter tries to visit and commune each of our
homebound members on a monthly basis, yet many of these members could surely appreciate

visits from other members of the congregation from time to time. Please consider visiting any
of these folks whom you may know, or even if you don’'t know them well, you could get to

l know them.

Della Burns
Patricia Dammann
Hattie Davis
Sandra Hines
Elaine Livingston
David McDonald
Vera Niemi

Sally Pavlick
Suzanne Pascuzzi
Mary Sue Bond
Stella Peoples
Loretta Rozewski
Eileen Van Tol
Sandy Weatherbee

Homebound
MINISTRY

Bible Studies
. e
The Sunday Study, which runs from 9:00-10:00 am on
Sunday Mornings continues our study of the Book of

Psalms. The Psalms are the hymnbook of the Old
Testament. They include prayer, prophesy and God’s

Gerald Brigham 1401 Smith Street, Essexville

4322 Mackinaw Road, Saginaw
568 N Pine Road, Bay City

564 W. Hampton, Essexville

85 W. Hampton Road, Essexville
564 W. Hampton, Essexuville
1295 N Jones Road, Essexville
854 Pine Road, Essexville

854 Pine Road, Essexville

707 Burns, Essexville

707 Burns, Essexville

85 W. Hampton Road, Essexville
2448 Midland Road, Bay City
4471 Sheffield, Bay City

305 Eda Court, Essexville

Hampton Manor
Bay Medical Care Facility

Bay Medical Care Facility

Pineview Manor
Pineview Manor

The Colonnades
Sheffield Place

Word for living our lives. Join us as we hear God’s Word
through the Psalms.

Our Wednesday Evening Study, which runs from
6:30-8:00 pm, focuses on what different Christian
Denominations believe and why. We study what we
believe as well as we look at the role the Bible plays in
various denominations. What if any sacraments to they
use? Join us for either or both of these studies!



Wellspring Lutheran Services/Child and Family Auxiliary Bay Chapter #3 will hold thdPeople learn to serve as Stephen Leaders by attending
Annual Convention on Thursday, October 26" at the Wellspring Fiint Offce in t® Leader’s Training Course—a one-week conference

Bonnie Hess Training Center, 4100 Pier North Bivd. Suite A (Pierson road Exit#22) Refreshmenthiat introduces the resources used to lead Stephen
at]pm; Devotions and Meeting begin at7:15 pm. Mlnlstry, develops key skills, and gets people excited
about this caring ministry. Most congregations begin

Trinity-St. James Lutheran Church in Munger is hosting the LWML Fall Rally on Saturda ith two to four Stephen Leaders, typically including a
" ; : , astor, possibly another church staff person, and one
QOctober 13", The speaker will be Rev. Robert Smith from Frankenmuth. He is well known as
- L . ) r more lay leaders.
Pastor, Author, and Missionary and this is a great opportunity to hear him speak and share hiS

many experiences in the mission field. Registration begins at 8:30 am with breakfast folowint€Phen Ministers _ .
Cost is $5 and there will be an offering collected during the raly tephen Ministers are congregation members trained

by Stephen Leaders to offer high-quality, one-to-one

: : : Christian care to people going through tough times. A
Zion-Beaver Lutheran Church, corner of Eleven Mile and Seidlers Road northwest of Aubur, tephen Minister usually provides care to one person

will host their annual Smorgashord Dinner and Country Store on Sunday, October 7" from t a time, meeting with that person once a week for
am to 2 pm. The suggested donation for the dinner is $9.00 for adutts; $5.00 for children five {9y, ,¢ an, hour. Twice a month, Stephen Ministers
twelve; and chidren four years old and under eat free. We willbe serving an old-fashioned countiyather with their Stephen Leaders for supervision and

meal, including pork sausage, chicken, sauerkraut, dressing, German potato salad, real mash@ontinuing education.

potatoes and gravy, haked beans, squash, salads, and pies.

What Is Stephen Ministry?
Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will
fulfill the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2, NRSV).

Stephen Ministry is the one-to-one lay caring ministry
that takes place in congregations that use the Stephen
Series system.

Stephen Ministry congregations equip and empower
lay caregivers—called Stephen Ministers—to provide
high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to
people who are hurting.

How Stephen Ministry Works

The best way to understand how Stephen Ministry
works is to learn about three groups of people involved
in this ministry: Stephen Leaders, Stephen Ministers,
and care receivers

Stephen Leaders
Stephen Leaders—Direct the overall ministry in the
congregation. Learn more about Stephen Leader
training.
Stephen Leaders establish and direct Stephen Ministry
in a congregation. They—
build awareness of Stephen Ministry within the
congregation and community
recruit and train Stephen Ministers
meet with potential care receivers to assess
their needs
match care receivers with Stephen Ministers
provide Stephen Ministers with ongoing
supervision and continuing education

Learn more:
What Is a Stephen Minister?—Stephen
Ministers describe how much they grow from
serving in this ministry.
Stephen Minister Training—*The Best 50 Hours
of Training You'll Ever Experience!”

Care Receivers
Care receivers are people—congregation members
and others in the community—who receive care from a
Stephen Minister. These are people struggling through
a difficult time in life—experiencing grief, divorce, job
loss, chronic or terminal illness, or some other life crisis.
Some important guidelines for this caring relationship
protect both the care receiver and the Stephen Minister:
The relationship between a care receiver and a
Stephen Minister is confidential.
Men are matched with men; women with
women.
When a care receiver's needs exceed what a
Stephen Minister can provide, the Stephen
Ministry team makes a referral to an appropriate
mental health professional or other community
resource.

If this might be something that you are interested in
finding out more about, a half-day introductory
workshop will be held at St. Lorenz Lutheran Church
in Frankenmuth on Saturday, October 27, 2018,
from 9am-1pm. Check in and refreshments begin at
8am. To register you can get a form from the Pilgrim
Church office or go online to
stephenministry.org/workshop. If you have questions or
would like to register by phone you can call (324)428-
2600 (8am-5pm Central Time).

AROUND THE CIRCUIT --Trinity Lutheran Church-
Monitor, corner of Salzburg and 8 Mile Road, will host
their annual Harvest Dinner and Bake Sale on
Sunday, October 28" from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. The
suggested donation for the dinner is $10.00 for adults;



https://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/1219
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https://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/939
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$5.00 for children 6 — 12 years old; and children five
and under are free. Take-outs available for $10.00.
They will be serving pork sausage, sauerkraut, roast
beef, and all the trimmings.

Grace Lutheran Church, 303 W. Ruth Street, Auburn,
is hosting a hymn festival that focuses on God's
precious promises in the midst of our present pain while

we wait for the perpetual paradise of the life of the world
to come. From Time to Eternity: Waiting for the
Resurrection will take place on October 14™ at 4 pm.
The commentators are Rev. David Fleming of Our
Savior, Grand Rapids and Rev. Aaron Schian of Grace,
Auburn.

October 2018

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Susan Jones | Ruby Cornejo Ronald
Feinauer
Brett
Rosenberg Eileen VanTol
Mary Wagner
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Samantha Dorothy
Bursick Leinberger
Jennifer Mallory
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Denise
Rev. Erv Dianne Cristoforo
Hutter Carson
Clarice
Richards
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Paul Pett Brady
Corrion
28 29 30
Gale Mielens Randy VanTol




October 2018

1 2 3 4 5 6
930- Quilting 620- Bible Class
6% Choir Practice 7%-Holy
Communion

7 Trinity 19 8 9 10 11 12 13
9%. Bible Class

Sunday School 930- Quilting 1%- Prayer 7%- \Women's 70-Worship
10%- Holy 6%-9% Boy Scout | Network Guild
Communion Meetings 6%- Bible Class LWML Mite Boxes
11% - Fellowship 63> Choir Practice

45_ 1
S Pastor’s Conference
14 Trinity 20 15 16 17 18 19 20
9%- Bible Class 1%- Engelhardt-

Sunday School 9%- Quilting 9. ytheran World | 10%- Pineview Kucera Wedding
10;1\Nas|*b _ 6 Choir Practice ' Relief packing 11%-Keenagers 3%-Family Fun
12-Felonstp 6%- Bible Class Event
11%- Confirmation 7%-Holy
21 Trinity 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9%. Bible Class

Sunday School 930- Quilting 630- Bible Class 7% Boy Scout 70-Holy
10%- Holy 6% Choir Practice District Meeting Communion
Communion
119-Felonshp

11%- Confirmation




28 Reformation Day

9%. Bible Class
Sunday School

10%-Holy Communion

112-Felonship

11%5- Confirmation

29

30




